
What do employers look for when hiring college graduates? Here are 
some useful resources: 

• Association of American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) and 

Morning Consult, “The Career-Ready Graduate: What Employers 

Say About the Difference College Makes” (2023), 

https://www.aacu.org/research/the-career-ready-graduate-what-

employers-say-about-the-difference-college-makes  

• The QA Commons, “Essential Employability Qualities,” 

https://theqacommons.org/essential-employability-qualities-eeqs/  

• Kevin Gray, “What Are Employers Looking for When Reviewing 

College Students’ Resumes?” December 9, 2024, National 

Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE), 

https://www.naceweb.org/talent-acquisition/candidate-

selection/what-are-employers-looking-for-when-reviewing-college-

students-resumes. See also: NACE Job Outlook 2025, 

https://www.naceweb.org/research/reports/job-outlook/2025  

• Business-Higher Education Forum, “Forging Partnerships to Align 

Education and Industry for the Workforce of Tomorrow,” (2024), 

https://www.bhef.com/publications/forging-partnerships-to-align-

education-and-industry-for-the-workforce-of-tomorrow  
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