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IN MEMORIAM

Jesse Frank
Battan

1948-2024

Historian of Gender
and Sexuality

Jesse Frank Battan, historian of gender and sexuality in the
United States, died April 12, 2024, in Pasadena, California. He
was 75 years old.

Born in Burbank on August 4, 1948, to parents Mary and Jesse
Marcel Battan, Jesse grew up in Woodland Hills, California.
He was an ardent surfer and spent much of his free time as a
youth in the Pacific Ocean with his friends. With the help of
his immigrant grandfather, Jesse started a small business,
Surfboards by Battan, and opened a shop on Ventura Boule-
vard before graduating from Taft High School in 1966. Fol-
lowing high school, he briefly attended the University of Ha-
wai’i and then transferred to the University of California,
Berkeley, where he earned a BA in history in 1970 under the
guidance of Robert Middlekauff. Jesse began graduate studies
at New York University, working with Frank Manuel, where
he completed an MA in history in 1972. He went on to com-
plete a PhD in history at the University of California, Los An-
geles, in 1988, where his dissertation, directed by Daniel
Walker Howe and Stanley Coben, focused on sexual radical-
ism and social reform in 19th-century America.

For over 40 years, Jesse was a central figure in the Depart-
ment of American Studies at California State University, Full-
erton (CSUF). He joined the department in 1980, first serving
as a professor, then leading as department chair and taking
on an interim position as associate dean for the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences. Jesse was a passionate and
gifted educator who taught a range of introductory and
advanced courses on American studies, including on Holly-
wood, traditions of cultural radicalism, and the history of
sexuality and emotions. His dynamic lectures inspired gener-
ations of CSUF students, and his Love in America classes were
legendary, as was his kindness, humor, and dedication to his
students and colleagues. Jesse also taught in an exchange pro-
gram at the University of Tiibingen in Germany.

Jesse published widely on 19th- and early 20th-century US
sexualities and social revolution. His steady stream of
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publications on Free Love radical groups analyzed their cri-
tiques of traditional marriage, including marital rape, and
examined their advocacy for the empowerment and autono-
my of women within and outside of marriage. In addition to
his work on intimacy and social revolution, he also published
work on the leftists, Marxists, and their attitudes toward sex-
uality and marriage. Jesse was a regular participant in the So-
cialism and Sexuality Seminar, an international gathering
that examined the sexual programs of the Left in the 19th
and 20th centuries. He was a frequent contributor to their
working papers series and co-editor with Thomas Bouchet
and Tania Régin of Meetings and Alcoves: Gauches et Sexualités en
Europe et aux Etats-Unis Depuis 1850 / The Left and Sexuality in Eu-
rope and the United States Since 1850 (Editions Univ. de Dijon,
2004). More locally, he was a reader at the Huntington Li-
brary and for many years a regular presence in their reading
rooms. At his death, he was finishing a book manuscript, Inti-
mate Revolutions: Radical Encounters with Modern Love and Desire in
20th-Century America.

Jesse leaves behind the many students and colleagues whose
lives he touched, as well as devoted family members. These
include his sister, Anna Albeck; nieces and nephews, Laura
and Brandon Tribble, Max Albeck and Ali Day, and Holly and
Herman Baltayan; and his beloved wife and fellow historian,
Terri L. Snyder.

Sharon Block
University of California, Irvine

Terri L. Snyder
California State University, Fullerton

Photo courtesy Terri L. Snyder
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Richard S.
Kirkendall

1928-2024

Political and
Agricultural
Historian; AHA
50-Year Member

Richard S. Kirkendall, a political and agricultural historian,
died August 26, 2024, at the age of 96.

Born in Spokane, Washington, to Roland Peter and Marjorie
Delia (Montfort) Kirkendall, Kirkendall discovered his passion
for history after enrolling at Gonzaga University. He was sur-
rounded by veterans attending on the GI Bill. Having never
been particularly studious in high school, Kirkendall found
that he needed to take his studies more seriously. After gradu-
ating with his BA in 1950, he served for two years in the US
Navy during the Korean War, much of'it spent on a destroyer
off the coast of North Korea. He then enrolled at the University
of Wisconsin—Madison, where he wrote a dissertation under
the guidance of renowned intellectual historian Merle Curti.
The book based on that dissertation, Social Scientists and Farm
Politics in the Age of Roosevelt (Univ. of Missouri Press, 1966), is still
cited.

Indicative of the opportunities then available during the gold-
en age of academia, Kirkendall taught for three years at Wes-
leyan University while he was still ABD. Upon completion of
his PhD in 1958, he joined the faculty of the University of Mis-
souri in Columbia. When he reluctantly agreed to take his
turn as chair of the department, he handled it well. He ex-
celled at administration, even in the tumultuous times that
followed the invasion of Cambodia in 1970. One of his gradu-
ate students from those days called him “a great, steadying
influence on our history department.” Many of his under-
graduate students were studying journalism and quoted him
so regularly in the daily newspaper that “and Kirkendall
says” became a running joke in his family.

During his time in Missouri, Kirkendall developed a fascina-
tion with the career of President Harry Truman. By the 1960s,
Truman’s legacies were recognized as representing both
promise (such as his executive order banning discrimination
in the armed forces) and peril (including his application of
the “containment policy”). Kirkendall developed a lifelong as-
sociation with the Truman Library, including serving on the
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Truman Library Institute’s board of directors for many years,
and he directed many doctoral dissertations on the president
and his era. Kirkendall published state-of-the-field books, in-
cluding two editions of The Truman Period as a Research Field
(Univ. of Missouri Press, 1967, 1972); a Truman encyclopedia
(G. K. Hall, 1990); and A History of Missouri, volume 5, 1919—
1953 (Univ. of Missouri Press, 1986). He edited Harry’s Farewell:
Interpreting and Teaching the Truman Presidency (Univ. of Mis-
souri Press, 2004) and The Civil Liberties Legacy of Harry S. Tru-
man (Truman State Univ. Press, 2013). In his years in a Seattle
retirement community, Kirkendall gave more than 40 lec-
tures about Truman. He also wrote two books for classroom
use, The Global Power: The United States Since 1941 (Allyn &
Bacon, 1973) and The United States, 1929—1945: Years of Crisis
and Change (McGraw-Hill, 1974).

In 1973, Kirkendall left Missouri to serve as executive secre-
tary of the Organization of American Historians in Blooming-
ton, Indiana. His dedication to the organization is demon-
strated by one of his later edited volumes, The Organization of
American Historians and the Writing and Teaching of American His-
tory (Oxford Univ. Press, 2011).

After eight years as executive secretary, he took on a new chal-
lenge, helping establish an agricultural history program as
Henry Wallace Professor of History at lowa State University.
Wallace had been a developer and promoter of hybrid corn,
served as Franklin Roosevelt’s secretary of agriculture and vice
president and Truman’s secretary of commerce, before chal-
lenging Truman in the presidential campaign of 1948. During
this period of his career, Kirkendall edited Uncle Henry: A Docu-
mentary Profile of the First Henry Wallace (Iowa State Univ. Press,
1993), a collection of writings by Wallace’s “Uncle Henry,” a
prominent agricultural journalist, as well as an agricultural
history book series. His last job brought him back to his home
state as the Scott and Dorothy Bullitt Endowed Chair of Ameri-
can History at the University of Washington in Seattle.

Kirkendall retired in 1998. During his retirement, he traveled
widely, and he remained a loyal fan of Seattle Mariners base-
ball and Gonzaga men’s basketball.

Despite his success, he often expressed a wish in his last years that
he had written one more book. About Harry Truman, of course.

Andrew J. Kirkendall
Texas A&M University

Glennys Young
University of Washington
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IN MEMORIAM

Patricia
Kruppa

19362024

Historian of Women

Patricia Stallings Kruppa Savage, longtime faculty member of
the history department at the University of Texas at Austin,
died on February 5, 2024, in Austin, Texas, after a brief
illness.

A lifelong Texan rooted in a seemingly lost Texas liberal tradi-
tion, Patricia Stallings was born in Corpus Christi and grew
up in Victoria and then Houston. She attended Lamar High
School, where she developed a talent for public speaking, and
went on to participate in the prizewinning debate team at the
University of Houston. In 1957, she was the first woman to
win the prize for best individual speaker at the National De-
bate Tournament. When presented with the award, a man’s
watch, she demanded that it be replaced with a woman’s
watch, a harbinger of her future interest in women’s issues.
Interviewed by the Houston Cougar about her postgraduate
plans, Pat said she would go to graduate school to earn an MA
and a PhD, and then teach. And she proceeded to do just that.

Awarded a Woodrow Wilson scholarship, she attended gradu-
ate school at Columbia University, where she completed her
dissertation under the direction of R. K. Webb in 1968. The
resulting monograph, Charles Haddon Spurgeon: A Preacher’s
Progress (Garland, 1982), remains the definitive biography.
Over the course of her career, Pat’s publications expressed
her continuing interests in Victorian culture, material cul-
ture, the history of childhood, religious history, and women’s
history. She contributed “‘More Sweet and Liquid Than Any
Other’: Victorian Images of Mary Magdalene” to Religion and
Irreligion in Victorian Society (1992), a collection published in
Webb’s honor. Her “The American Woman and the Male His-
torian” (Social Science Quarterly, 1974) was an early call for the
historical discipline to open its ranks to women. She also pub-
lished a wide range of book reviews in Catholic Historical Re-
view, Albion, and the American Historical Review, among other
journals. Taken together, her publications embodied her
meticulous approach to research and an incisive writing
style. In retirement, she was working on a biography of Texas
feminist and suffragist Anna Pennybacker.
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Pat came to the UT Austin history department in 1965, when
her first husband, Joseph Kruppa, joined the English depart-
ment. Pat quickly made her mark as a skilled and dynamic
teacher, offering a wide range of courses in British history
and cultural and intellectual history. Later, she pioneered
courses in the history of women and the history of childhood.
Her 40-year teaching career was primarily focused on under-
graduates, particularly those in the Plan II honors program.
Innumerable students flourished in her classrooms and
under her mentorship, as reflected in her numerous teaching
awards. She received the Jean Holloway Award in 1982, the
President’s Associates Teaching Excellence Award in 1992,
and the Chad Oliver Plan II Teaching Award in 1993; became
a Phelan Fellow, a recognition of faculty who have taught in
the honors Plan II program for 20 or more years; and joined
the Academy of Distinguished Teachers in 2000. She was par-
ticularly proud of the Holloway Award, as it is the only teach-
ing award at UT Austin chosen exclusively by students.

In the forefront of teaching the history of women, Pat taught
UT Austin’s first courses on women’s history in 1972. She
participated in the campaign to establish a women'’s studies
program, and from 1980 to 1982, she served as the second
director of the campus’s Center for Women’s and Gender
Studies (founded in 1978). Pat also assumed other leadership
roles on campus, serving as AAUP chair during the controver-
sial removal of President Stephen Spurr and his replacement
by Lorene Lane Rogers in 1974 and 1975.

Outside of her academic pursuits, Pat enjoyed gardening; col-
lecting art, antiques, and collectibles; cooking; and preparing
elaborate holiday feasts with her longtime friend and debate
partner, Charles Ledbetter. She also enjoyed travel —as an
avid Anglophile to England and later road trips to the national
parks.

Pat co-parented her son, Christopher, with former husband
Jimmie Savage. Together, they dedicated their joint estate to
establishing the Christopher Eden Savage Memorial Endow-
ment for Autism and Related Developmental Disabilities,
which supports research at the University of Texas Dell Medi-
cal School, the Steve Hicks School of Social Work, and the Col-
lege of Education.

Gail Savage
St. Mary’s College of Maryland (emerita)

Photo courtesy Stallings family
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
Cambridge, MA

Ernest May Fellow in History and
Policy. The Applied History Project, in
collaboration with the Stanton Foun-
dation, sponsors the Ernest May Fel-
lowship in History and Policy. This
fellowship honors the late Ernest R.
May, who was the Charles Warren
Professor of American History, a
member of the Belfer Center’s board
of directors, a faculty affiliate of the
Center’s International Security Pro-
gram, and a seminal Applied Histori-
an. The May Fellowship aims to help
build the next generation of scholars
who will bring professional history to
bear on strategic studies and major is-
sues of international affairs. The pro-
gram supports resident pre- and post-
doctoral historians, who are expected
to complete a book, monograph, or
other significant publication during
their period of residence. Fellows are
also expected to devote some portion
of their time to collaborative endeav-
ors, as arranged by the project direc-
tor. These arrangements include
monthly seminars in which the Fel-
lows receive feedback on works-in-
progress from faculty and peers. The
Fellowships include ten-month sti-
pends of either 54,000 USD (for post-
doctoral or advanced research fellows)
or 44,000 USD (for predoctoral fel-
lows). Postdoctoral fellows who have
received their PhD within the past

Positions are listed alphabetically: first by country, then
state/province, city, institution, and field.

Find more job ads at careers.historians.org.

five years are benefits-eligible; predoc-
toral fellows and postdoctoral fellows
who received their PhD more than
five years ago will receive full or par-
tial reimbursement for health insur-
ance premiums. The Ernest May Fel-
lows are housed within the
International Security Program and
participate in the activities of the
Center as part of the International Se-
curity Program, while also taking part
in the life of the Belfer Center’s Ap-
plied History Project. Fellows will
have access to most Harvard Universi-
ty libraries and facilities. Fredrik Lo-
gevall, Laurence D. Belfer Professor of
International Affairs, and Niall Fergu-
son, Belfer Center Senior Faculty Fel-
low, serve as the points of contact and
mentors for the fellows. To apply, visit
https:/lwww.belfercenter.org/fellow
ships#lapply-here. To learn more, see
https://lwww.belfercenter.org/fellow
ship/ernest-may-fellowship-his
tory-and-policy. Preference will be
given to History PhD students or post-
doctoral researchers, but scholars in
other fields whose research projects
have a strong historical focus will re-
ceive consideration.

How to Teach an

AHR Article

Rebecca Earle

Learn about ways to use AHR
articles in the classroom through
the lens of teaching the history of
food in Spanish America.

historians.org/ahrsyllabus

AD POLICY STATEMENT

Most job discrimination is illegal, and open hiring on the basis of merit depends on fair practice in recruitment, thereby ensuring that all professionally qualified persons may obtain
appropriate opportunities. The AHA will not accept a job listing that (1) contains wording that either directly or indirectly links race, color, national origin, sex, gender, gender
expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, ideology, political affiliation, age, or disability to a specific job offer; or (2) contains wording requiring applicants to
submit special materials for the sole purpose of identifying the applicant’s race, color, national origin, sex, gender, gender expression, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status,
ideology, political affiliation, veteran status, age, or disability.

The AHA does make an exception to these criteria in three unique cases: (1) open listings for minority vita banks that are clearly not linked with specific jobs, fields, or specializations; (2)
ads that require religious identification or affiliation for consideration for the position, a preference that is allowed to religious institutions under federal law; and (3) fellowship
advertisements.

The AHA retains the right to refuse or edit all discriminatory statements from copy submitted to the Association that is not consistent with these guidelines or with the principles of Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The AHA accepts advertisements from academic institutions whose administrations are under censure by the American Association of University
Professors (AAUP), but requires that this fact be clearly stated. Refer to www.aaup.orglour-programs/academic-freedom/censure-list for more information.

For further details on best practices in hiring and academic employment, see the AHA’s Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct, historians.org/standards; Guidelines for First-
Round Interviews, historians.org/hiring; and Policy on Advertisements, historians.orgladpolicy.
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Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation

Publication Title: Perspectives on History

Publication Number: ISSN 1940-8048

Date of Filing: September 27, 2024

Issue Frequency: September, November, January, March, May
Number of Issues Published Annually: Five (5)

Annual Subscription Price: $65 (for institutions)

Complete Mailing Address of Known Publication Office:

400 A St. SE, Washington, DC 20003-3889

Contact Person: Laura Ansley (202) 544-2422

Complete Mailing Address of the Headquarters or

General Business Officer of Publisher: 400 A St. SE
Washington, DC 20003-3889

Full Names and Complete Mailing Address of Publisher, Editor,
and Managing Editor: Publisher: American Historical
Association, 400 A St. SE, Washington, DC 20003-3889;
Editor: Laura Ansley, 400 A St. SE, Washington, DC 20003-
3889; Managing Editor: Laura Ansley, 400 A St. SE,
Washington, DC 20003-3889.

Owner: (If owned by a corporation, its name and address must
be stated and also immediately thereunder the names and

Extent and Nature of Circulation

Months
a. Total Number Copies (Net press run) 9,179
b. Paid Circulation (By mail and outside the mail)
1. Mailed Outside-County Paid subscriptions 8,162
stated on PS Form 3541
2. Mailed In-County Paid subscriptions 0
3. Paid Distribution through dealers and 487

carriers, street vendors, counter sales and
other paid distribution outside USPS
4.  Other classes mailed through the USPS 0

c.  Total Paid Distribution 8,649
d.  Free or Nominal Rate Distribution by Mail, and

Outside the Mail

1. Outside-county as stated on PS Form 3541 0

2. In-county as stated on Form 3541 0

3. Other classes mailed through the USPS 0

4.  Free or Nominal Rate Distribution outside 150

the mail

e. Total Free or Nominal Rate Distribution 150
f.  Total Distribution (Sum of 15¢ and 15e) 8,799
g. Copies Not Distributed 529
h. Total (Sum of 15fand 15g) 9,328
i.  Percentage Paid 98.3%

11.

12.

13.
14.

Average Number of Copies of
Each Issue during Preceding 12

addresses of stockholders owning or holding 1 percent or more
of total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the
names and addresses of the individual owners must be given. If
the publication is published by a nonprofit organization, its
name and address must be stated.)

American Historical Association, 400 A St. SE, Washington,
DC 20003-3889. The American Historical Association has no
ownership. It is a nonprofit membership corporation created by
an Act of Congress on January 4, 1889, for the promotion of
historical studies.

Known Bondholders, Mortgages, and Other Security Holders
Owning or Holding 1% or More of Total Amount of Bonds,
Mortgages, or Other Securities: N/A

Tax Status (for completion by nonprofit organizations
authorized to mail at special rates): The purpose, function, and
nonprofit status of this organization, and the exempt status for
federal income tax purposes: Has not changed during the
preceding 12 months.

Publication Title: Perspectives on History

Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: May 1, 2024

Actual Number of Copies of
Single Issue Published Nearest
to Filing Date

8,847

8,142

150

8,292
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Publication of Statement of Ownership: Will be printed in the January 2025 issue of this publication.
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f EVERYTHING HAS A HISTORY

ELLERY WEIL

SNAKE BRACELET
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f you visit Athens, you’ll find several common items at after the discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb brought Egypto-

souvenir shops: bottles of luxury olive oil, olive wood mania to Britain, the United States, and continental Europe.

cutting boards, reproductions of ancient pottery, and snake =~ Worn on the upper arm, wrist, or forearm, a snake bracelet
bracelets. One of these last, slender, silver, and meant to be became a mark of sophistication and worldliness.
worn midway up the forearm, caught my eye on a vacation, in
a shop outside the Acropolis in the Plaka district. The most daring, and most on trend, took it a step further—

the American socialite Jennie Jerome (1854-1921), who later
Snake bracelets are one of the oldest forms of representational married Lord Randolph Churchill and was the mother of Win-
jewelry, which takes the form of a plant, animal, or other de- ston Churchill, had a permanent snake bracelet, in the form
fined being or feature. The oldest snake bracelets date to the of a tattoo on her wrist. She was one of multiple wealthy aris-
eighth century BCE, along with other animal-motif bracelets  tocratic British women with snake tattoos, and while the fu-
that archaeologists have found in western Asia. By the fifth  ture Lady Churchill’s tattoo was discreet enough to be hidden
century BCE, the snake bracelet had made its way to Greece, by a well-placed glove sleeve, railroad heiress Aimée Crocker
where snakes were associated with healing. That association = (1864-1941) had multiple tattooed snakes slithering around
lives on today in the caduceus, a symbol of medicine that ap- her forearm.
pears on modern medical equipment but can be traced to
Greek mythology. Today, you can buy a snake bracelet from an antique dealer or
a contemporary jeweler —like the one I bought in Athens.

While the Egyptian pharaohs famously wore crowns adorned  Snake bracelets come in silver, gold, and base metals. Some are
with snakes, snake bracelets from what is now Egypt date beautiful, but they can also be symbolic. For all the negative
back only to the Ptolemaic dynasty (305-30 BCE). The Romans, associations people have with serpents, snake bracelets have
who maintained close ties to the Ptolemaic pharaohs, too, meant healing, and love, and eternity. When we look at snake
wore snake bracelets. At this time in Egyptian tradition, bracelets, modern or historical, and when we wear them, they
snakes were associated with Nehebkau, a magical serpent and can remind us of our past—but they, with their changing and
companion of Ra, whose name was invoked for protection, or  surprising meanings, can also be a symbol of things to come.
perhaps with the protective serpents that slithered through They can be a reminder of how all of us, like a snake shedding
the Egyptian underworld. its skin, have the power to grow. p]|

Representational jewelry in Europe was less popular during  Ellery Weil is a historian and writer who holds a PhD in history from
the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, but enjoyed a revival  University College London.

with the Georgians in the late 18th and early 19th centuries,

including the return of the snake bracelet. The Victorian era

saw another resurgence in snake jewelry, particularly in the

form of bracelets. Queen Victoria herself had a serpent en-

gagement ring, which only furthered the trend.

In the 20th century, snake bracelets were considered, errone-

ously, a trendy piece of “Egyptian revival” jewelry, especially

L]
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AMANDA LANZILLO

POETIC BATTERY
MANUALS

he modern battery was invented at the turn of the 19th

century and quickly became the power source behind

new communications, industrial, and scientific
technologies. But the global history of the battery is also a
story of how batteries were adapted around the world, how
they became part of divergent cultural vocabularies, and how
people used knowledge about batteries to demonstrate their
command over modern technology.

In late 19th-century British colonial India, batteries became
the subject of poetry. Verses about how to make and use a bat-
tery were featured in an 1880 Urdu-language manual on elec-
troplating, the practice of coating an object in a layer of metal
through an electrical current. Producers of everyday objects
like kitchenware, surgical tools, and jewelry used electroplat-
ing to coat a base metal with a more precious, attractive, or less
corrodible finish. Between the 1870s and 1910s, electroplating
became a popular topic in Urdu-language technical writing.

The 1880 manual Jama‘“yi tarakib-i talmi* (Collection of techniques
of plating) was published in the northern city of Lucknow in
1880. Across 64 pages —written entirely in verse —it described
how to create multiple styles of battery and use their electric
charge to electroplate. Its rich illustrations explained how to
wire together multiple batteries to increase the longevity of
their charge. Verses accompanying this image explained: “Con-
nect the zinc wire of the first battery / With the copper node of
the second / Oh friend! If it is fastened, then both batteries / Un-
doubtedly will become joined together.” The poem goes on to
describe connecting “as many batteries as you wish” and then
how to connect the final battery to the object to be plated. The
illustration reinforced these steps, depicting three numbered
batteries connected by zinc wires attached to copper nodes.

Versified manuals served multiple purposes. Such verse estab-
lished the author’s literary and industrial prowess. The Jamayi
tarakib-i talmi‘ was attributed to Jawaharlal, an author who
used the pen name Shaida (“lover”) for his poetry. Shaida
worked for the engineering department of Udaipur state. In the
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introduction, he portrayed himself as promoting the technical
capacities of the state—and of India more widely —while also
participating in regional courtly culture by demonstrating his
talent for poetic composition using new topics and terms.

Such poetry also promised readers a role in the rapidly shifting
systems of authority in colonial India. Urdu electroplating
manuals first circulated among middle-class hobbyists and as-
piring industrialists, who often came from privileged families.
In the 19th century, some caste-dominant communities re-
trenched their own social positions by demonstrating mastery
and authority over technologies associated with the colonial
state. But the manuals also became popular among artisan
metalsmiths, many from marginalized caste backgrounds and
laboring communities. Poems about making and using batter-
ies likely also circulated within artisan communities with vary-
ing literacy levels. By reciting and sharing these practical, edu-
cational verses, Urdu speakers came to understand a new
technology. Some metalsmiths even wrote their own manuals.
These positioned electroplating within longer genealogies of
regional metal plating techniques, arguing that laborers’ forms
of material and technical knowledge remained relevant in the
colonial economy.

The Jama-yi tarakib-i talmi‘ addressed both potential audiences.
It celebrated the tacit skills of artisans and their ability to mas-
ter new techniques with their knowledgeable hands, but it sug-
gested that such skills would be of interest for hobbyists too.
Shaida skirted questions of class- and caste-based authority over
technology. Instead, he maintained that this knowledge was
important for all Indians, in that it could help them challenge
the economic and industrial dominance of British colonialism.
By adapting knowledge about how to make and use batteries
into vernacular poetic traditions, Indian Urdu poets gave the
battery new and localized social and political relevance. P

Amanda Lanzillo is assistant professor in the Department of South
Asian Languages and Civilizations at the University of Chicago and
an ACLS Fellow in 2024-25.
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Want the best of Perspectives on History
delivered to your inbox?

Sign up for our monthly email newsletter
at historians.org/POHnewsletter.
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139th ANNUAL MEETING

CHICAGO

JANUARY 8-11, 2026

Call for Proposals for the 139th Annual
Meeting of the American Historical Association

The AHA's annual meeting is the
largest yearly gathering of historians
in the United States.

All historians are welcome and encouraged to submit
proposals. The AHA also invites historically focused
proposals from colleagues in related disciplines and

from AHA affiliated societies. The Program Committee
will consider all proposals that advance the study,
teaching, and public presentation of history.

The Association seeks submissions on the histories of
all places, periods, people, and topics; on the uses of

diverse sources and methods, including digital history;
and on theory and the uses of history itself in a wide

variety of venues.

We invite proposals for sessions in a variety
of formats and encourage lively interaction
among presenters and with the audience.

Sessions last for 90 minutes. Most sessions
will be limited to four speakers plus a chair.
The Program Committee will accept proposals
for complete sessions only. We encourage
organizers to build sessions that bring
together diverse perspectives.

The meeting will feature a poster session to
allow historians to share their research through
visual materials. Proposals for single, individual
presentations may be submitted as posters.

The Program Committee welcomes proposals from all historians, whatever their institutional
affiliation or status, and historians working outside the United States. With the exception of
foreign scholars and those from other disciplines, all persons appearing on the program must be
members of the AHA, although membership is not required to submit a proposal. All participants
must register for the meeting when registration opens. The Association aspires to represent the
full diversity of its membership at the annual meeting.

Electronic submission only, by midnight PST on February 15, 2025

Before applying, please review the annual meeting
guidelines and more information at historians.org/proposals.

Questions about policies, modes of presentation,
the electronic submission process, or the content of proposals?

Contact annualmeeting@historians.org.
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