Tiptoeing Through the
Minefields in Texas and Beyond

Teaching Modern US History in a Divided
World




The Ongoing Battles

@ Bill was signed into law or a similar state-level action was approved
@ Bill has been vetoed, overturned, or stalled indefinitely

No state-level action or bill introduced
@ Bill has been proposed or is moving through state legislature

Q
A State: lowa

Status: Bill was signed into law

or a similar state-level action was

approved

Details: For more details, see the

table below

SOURCE: Education Week reporting EdW
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What We Limit with Focusing pre-1973

-an understanding @ -the United States
of the culture in a multipolar
wars world

-rise of the new - the rise of
global economy environmentalism

-the rise of the -the new
consetrvative technologies and
movement from their opportunities
Reagan to Trump and challenges

-the continued
struggle for civil
rights




o

weather

Earth Day, April 22,1970

Photographic Exhibit: “Open Space in the Inner City” 1:00—5:00 pm.
Film: “Mission Possi

ible: They Care for a City” At 2:00, 3:00, 4:00 p.m.
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* Reasons

* Biography allows for case studies of
experiences and covers many fields.

* Biography is immensely popular in
the general population and among
many students, particularly when it
relates to their own background.

* There are many ways to utilize the
genre as a teaching tool.




ome Examples

INCAST TR IN=AsT- B E-SYINS EL L E R ANNE MOODY

“A remarkable odyssey . . . insightful, powerful, haunting,

C\;;[:K = ;C,LE;NT C O M I N G OF AG E
IN MISSISSIPPI

A Marirne Story




More Contemporary Examples

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

25th Anniversary Edition

AND THE NEW FRIDAY

A TOWN, A TEAM,

LIGHTS

H. G. BISSINGER

WALTER LAFEBER




Rethinking Biography’s Parameters

The Crusade That Mobilized the Nation
Against the 20th Century’s
i Mo_sQFeared Disease <

7

David M. Oshinsky




Military History and
Biography

N ATIONAL B ESTSELLER

ELLIOT ACKERMAN

NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST

PLACES
A N D

N A ME S

O N W A R, REVOLUTION,
A N D RETURNING

“LA] spare, beautiful memoir . . .

A cassic meditation on war”™
roard, THhe Nese York
imes Book Revfew

BAND or SISTERS

American Women at War in Iraq

FORSWORDEY MAY I, TAMMY D UCKWORTIT
Do, Jiineds Diepars et of Bt trom Afckry




Media and Biography: Having Some Fun




Possible Topics

Ray
Benavidez

Doris Miller Beyonce Hector Garcla

Richard
Edward

Cavazos

Barbara Quanah
Jordan Parker
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Some
Exercises

Write their own Wikipedia articles about
themselves.

Write a Wikipedia article or

encyclopedia article about a family
member or friend.

Create a Wikipedia article or edit an
existing one about some historical

figure.

Have the students write up local

biographical stories or from the region
or state (or oral histories)




* Dr. Kyle Longley

* Email: longley(@chapman.edu
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