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About the Non-Profit Organization 
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The Issue 
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Deplorable rates of failure in college “gateway 
courses” are limiting possibilities – especially for 
historically underrepresented and underserved 
students 

 



Defining our Terms – Gateway Courses 

• Foundation-Level 
• High-Risk 
• High-Enrollment  
• “Killer Courses” 
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Let’s Look at Some Data 
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The Data – U.S. History Survey Courses 
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The Data – U.S. Survey Courses 
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 32 institutions  
 Average DFWI Rate = 25.5% 
 Range of 5.66% - 48.89% 

 
 



The Data – U.S. Survey Courses 
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First-Year Students 
Are Most at Risk 
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The Data – U.S. Survey Courses  
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Gender, Income & 
First-Generation 
Status Matter 
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The Data – U.S. Survey Courses (Gender)  
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The Data – U.S. Survey Courses (Income)  
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The Data – U.S. Survey Courses (First Generation)  
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Race Matters 

jngi.org 



DFWI Rates & 
Demographic 
Subpopulations 
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Gateway Course  
Performance is a 
DIRECT Predictor 
of Retention 

jngi.org 



jngi.org 

Lessons 
Learned 
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Lessons 
Learned 



Summary – Gateway Course Outcomes 

• Are Stumbling Blocks for All Students 
• Especially 

• First-Year 
• Low-Income 
• First-Generation 
• Males 
• Racial Minorities  
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Think / Pair / Share 

1. What Role Do YOU 
Play In These 
Outcomes? 
 

2. What Can YOU Do to 
Alter Them? 
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Questions / Discussion 
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Contact 
Andrew K. Koch, Ph.D. 
Chief Operating Officer 

koch@jngi.org 

828-877-3549 
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