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General Guidelines for Reviews 
 

Thank you for agreeing to write a review for the AHR. The review should be written in English 

and follow the guidelines below. 

 

Reviews should include thoughtful and engaging critiques that explain the basic argument of a 

book, assess its strengths and weaknesses, and place it in historiographical context. We ask 

that you do not merely list the contents of the book, but that the review address readers beyond 

your own particular specialty. 

 

Your review must be 800–1,000 words. Contractually, there are limits to our annual page count 

with Oxford University Press, so we ask all reviewers respect this word count to ensure we keep 

within our page limit. A strict word count is necessary to provide parity and consistency across 

review subject categories.  

 

STYLE GUIDELINES 

 

AHR style is based on the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition. In addition, please note the 

following: 

 

• We do not use footnotes in our review section, so please do not include them. 

• Please mention of the title of the work within the first paragraph of the review.  

• If you are including quotations from the work being reviewed, please keep them short, 

and be sure to include the page numbers if from the book. Do not quote from other 

reviews of the work. To cite a quotation or other location in the book under review, 

please use parenthetical citations that include the page number or range.  

o Ex: Through eight chapters, Patel addresses two questions that guide his 

investigation: explaining “how and why the [European Union, EU] really 

emerged” and evaluating “what it achieved” (3). 

• When referring to other scholars or historical figures, provide complete names. If 

referring to scholarly works other than the material under review, provide full 

publication information as an in text citation, including author names, complete titles, 

publication dates, and periodical volume and issue numbers if applicable. 
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• Provide your name and institutional affiliation as you would like them to appear in 

print. They should appear at the end of the review, on separate lines at the lower 

left-hand corner of the last page. Independent scholars should list your city and 

state. Because of the limited space, we do not note retired or emeritus status. If 

you are still affiliated with an institution, please just note that affiliation. 

• Do not use page numbers or include any information in the header or footer of your file. 

• Please upload your review as a Word document via ScholarOne. Please ensure that your 

contact information is always current so that edited reviews and future requests can reach 

you promptly. 

 

Thank you for contributing to the AHR. Our robust and comprehensive review section 

depends on the labors of scholars like yourself, and we truly appreciate your 

contribution. We look forward to receiving your review in due course.  

mailto:ahrreviews@historians.org

