
, . 

'" 
. ' 

~ .. 

" 

. , 

. 

I 
f~ 

i 

REPORT' OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF FOURTEENTH ANNUAL MEET
ING OF THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCATION. 

By HERBERT B. MAllIS, Secretary. 

The New Haven meeting of this national historical society 
was the most successful in its history. During the three days' 
convention, December 28-30, the morning and evening ses
sions were attended by large and enthusiastic audiences. An 
attractive series of interesting historical papers and reports 
was provided by the programme committee, of which Prof. E. 
G. Bourne, of Yale University, was the chairman. The local 
committee of arrangements did all that was possible for the 
entertainment and pleasure of the visiting members of the 
American Historical and American Economic associations. 
As occasionally in former years, so now these two kindred 
societies· met at the same time, in the same city. 

The opening meeting of the Economic Association was held 
Tuesday evening, December 27, ill the beautiful and spacious 
hall of the ,New Haven Colony Historical Society. After a 
cordial welcome from Presideut Dwight, on behalf of the soci
ety, the city, and the university, and after the inaugural ad
dress by Prof. Arthur 'f. Hadley, the visiting members of both 
associations were pleasantly received by Professor and Mrs. 
Henry W. Farnam at their house on Hillhouse avenue. After 
Professor Fisher's inaugural address Wednesday evening, at 
the opening of the Historical convention in Uolonial Hall, both 
associations were received by the Historical Society in their 
lower rooms, which are nobly furnished with historical memo
rials of New Haven Colony and with portraits of its famous 
men. Not even Pilgrim Hall in old Plymouth could afford a 
richer or more suggestive environment for historical meetings, 
social and literary, than does the Colonial Hall in New Haven. 

, Report of the New Haven meeting, by Dr. J. F. Jameson, Wall published in the Arner· 
lcan Historical Review, April, 1899. Prof, A. B. Hart contributed to Book Reviews 
(Macmillan & Co.) for February, 1899, an nccountof the growtbaud purposes ot'tbe Am~r
iean HistOrical ASBoClation . 
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4 AMERIC"\N HISTORICAL ASSOCIA'fION. 

The literary feature of the fourteenth annual meeting of the 
American Historieal Assoeiatioll was President Fisher's ad
dress. He avoided burning questions of the day, and spoke 
of the historian, not as a politieian, an economist, or a sociolo
gist, but as a judge of the personal eharacteristics and merits 
of men and women who have partieipated in the world's great 
drama. This chosen field afforded a rare opportunity for a 
wide and faseinatiug review of human charaeter as illustrated 
in human deeds which form the substanee, the Very life of his
tory. Professor Fisher quoted the late Professor Gurney, of 
Hal'v~Lrd University, who, when offered at Oambridge one of 
two eollege departments, history or philosophy, chose the first 
because, as he said, he preferred intercourse with persons to a 
-life spent amid abstraetions. Even for the sake of divine phi
losophy, of which he was extremely fond, he could not part 
company with the men and women whom history calls back 
to life. 

The edueational feature of the programme was, beyond all 
q uestiou, the report of Prof. A. C. McLaughlin, ehairman of 
the committee of seven on the study of history in secondary 
sehools. This committee was appointed two years ago by the 
association and has labored hard to solve the vexed proulem 
of college entrance requirements in history, and to promote 
historical study in alI secondary schools, a far more compre
hensive and important matter. After careful inquiries in this 
country and in the schools of England, France, ahd Germany, 
the cOlllmittee has practically completed its report, and it will 
probably be published in the spring. Professor McLaughlin 
discussed the educational value of history and its place in the 
currieulum, the proposed division of history into four blocks, 
each requiring one year of school work: (1) Ancient, including 
(very briefly) Oriental history and the early medieval period 
down to 800 A. D.; (2) lat.er medieval and modern European 
history; (3) English history, including its continental and im
perial relations; (4) American hist.ory, supplemented by civil 
government. The report discusses in detail tltemetbod;:; of 
tr'eating these fOllr great divisions of humau 11istory, the best 
methods of instruction, and the training of teachers. It was 
shown that the primary aim of secondary sehools is not prep a
mtion for college, but preparation for life. Public scbools are 
already outrunning college requirements in ltistory, and tbe 
time is soon coming when a knowledge of man's experience in 
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PROCEEDINGS AT ANNUAL MEETING. 5 

civil society will need to be recognized at least on terms of 
equality with the classics and mathematics: If colleges do 
not discern the signs of the times and the requirements of 
American citizens and civic leaders, so much the worse will it 
be for the colleges and their graduates. 

A pleasant feature of Thursday morning's session was the 
extempore address of the Rev. Dr. William Cunningham, of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, England, an eminent authority 
on English social and economic history. He said it would be 
impossible anywhere in England to gather such an assemblage 
of historians and economists, specialists and teachers, as he 
had seen in New Haven. And yet, he said, it ought to be 
easier in England than in America to awaken public interest 
in historical and ecouomic matters. English teachers and stu
dents are surrounded by reminders of the past, and yet it is 
very difficult in England to quicken llistorical interest even in 
secondary schools. Questions regarding the present and tIle 
futnre seem to absorb English attention. Englishmen meet 
each difficulty as it arises. Dr. Cuuningham cOlllmended the 
American spirit, which is manifestly becoming truly historical 
in its methods of dealing with great public questions. Amer
ica is a conn try most congenial to historians and very encour
aging to historico-economic pursuits. 

TIle treasnrer's report was especially gratifying to the asso
ciation from an historico-economic point of view. It was shown 
tllat the present assets of the associatiou are $11,G3D, an in- . 
crease of about $1,500 during the past year. In far;t, the good 
financial condition of the association has enabled it to under
take some very important functions. For example, the his: 
torical manuscript commission is now receiving '3.n annual 
subsidy for the purpose of securing and copying for publica
tion original historical materials. Two special reports by this 
commission have already been published in connection with 
t.lle annual report of the association. Prof; J. F. Jameson, 
chairmau of the commission, outlined its future projects, espe
cially the plan of printing the letters of John C. Calhoun. 

The most importaut financial step taken at the New Haven 
meeting was the formal adoption of the Americau Historical 
Review, already for some years edited by Dr. Jameson and 
other members of the association. This step means an annual 
subsidy to the editors and publishers and the regular supply 
to everyone of tIle twelve llundred members of the association 
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of this handsome quarterly magazine, the best organ of Amer
ican history and of history in America. 

There were various interesting papers and discussions on 
historical subjects: European, American, diplomatic, ecclesi
astical, colonial, institutional, and constitutional. Some of 
them are printed in this report. By general consensus, the 
New Haven meeting was the best on record. In fact, it was 
the pronounced success of an historical convention under the 
auspices of Yale University that decided the Executive Coun
cil to vote for Boston and Harvard University as the rallying 
points for the Association's numerous historical clans from 
Maine to California, in Christmas week, 1899. With this intent 
the association elected for its next president the eminent his
torian, James F. Rhodes, LL.D., of Boston, and appointed as 
chairman of the programme committee Prof. A. B. Hart, of 
Cambridge. Prof. M. C. Tyler, of Cornell University, was 
chosen second vice-president. Prof. George B. Adams, of Yale, 
and Prof. A. C. McLaughlin, of Ann Arbor, were added to the 
Executive Council. This body also elected this worthy repre
sentative of the University of Michigan to the vacancy on the 
board of editors of The American Historical Review. Dr. 
Herbert Friedenwald, superintendent of the department of 
manuscripts in the Library of Congress, was added to the 
Manuscripts Commission of the Historical Association. 

By formal vote the Executive Council declared for the mani
fest policy of another meeting of the Association in the East, 
then in the West, at Detroit and Ann Arbor, in 1900, with a 
return in 1901 to Washington, where this national society was 
incorporated by act of Congress and made a Government 
institution in organic relations with the Smithsonian, to which 
it annually reports. 


