
REPO RT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THIRTEENTH ANNUA L MEETI NG 
OF THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

By HE\lBERT B. ADAM<;, Secretary. 

The thirteenth annual convention of this national l1i;;torit'al 
society was beltl in the city of Cleveland December 28-:lll, 
1897. Once before in its peripatetic experience the association 
met in a W <1stcrn city, but tlin.t was tlie city ofOJ1icago, amitl 
the noise n111l <listractions of the World's Fair and in the l1ent 
of midsummer. Cleveland in winter weatlicr afforded a strik­
ing but not <lisagreeable contrast. While all Yarieties of Eric 
lake-side climate in December from rare and radiant sun • 
shine to snow and sleet were naturally ex:l1ibite,1, yet the joys 
and festivities of' the Cliristmas ·season made every visiting 
member happy and contented. 

-Perhaps the most striking feature of the Cleveland conven­
tion was its social success. Tlie local committee of arrange­
ments (Professor Bourne and Dr. Howe), and the generons 
hospitality of some of the hest families in the city combine,! 
to offer the American Historical anff Economic associationio; a 
series of receptions a111l luncheons which, in opportunities for 
meeting old 'friends and m11:king new ones, far excelled the 
regular sessions of t.lle two societies. 

Among these social attractions were (1) the afternoon recep­
tion given by l\ir. and l\lrs. J. Homer Wacle, iu their handsome 
house, with its beautiful art gallery, on EncJid avenue; ('.!) tl1c 
afternoon reception by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Garfield, which 
was greatly enjoyecl by people wl10 had already become wt•ll 
acquainted; (3') the equally agrneable evening receptio11 oft'ere<l 
by l\Ir. and Mrs. Samuel Mather. Besides t hese charming­
receptions there were two dancing 11artieH at The Stillma11, 
wl!ich gave the lcarnecl historiaus an<l economists a ,lnnblt> 
chance to see the beauty and chivah·y of Ulevelaucl. 

3 



4 

At 'rhe Stillman, the heaclquarters of both associations wa~ 
one ch1y served a Ja.te breakfast for a11 Yisiting members antl 
their friends. Dr. ,Tames ScbouJer, president of the Historical 
.Association, began the speakiug by an entertaining cont.rast 
between the present-day Cleveland and Cleveland as be knew 
it forty years ago. Prof. J. Morse Stephens, of Cornell Uni­
versity, acted as toastmaster, aud introduced the speakers in 
a most felicitous manner. Among tlrnm was Senator Hanua, 
of Ohio, wlio afterwards entertained, at his own home on Lake 
avenne, some of tl1e officers of the Historical .Association. 
There was also a hmcbeon given to the two associations by 
President Thwiug, at .Adelbert College, where, in the Batch 
library, one of the joint sessions was held. The hospitality 
of the Rowfaut Club and other courtesies were shown to the 
visitors, who thus enjoyed the freedom of the city in most 
delightful ways. After every evening session there was a 
pleasant reunion of old friends at The Stillman or at some 
well-known club. 

While the,;e various social gatherings undoubtedly afforded 
the best of all opportunities for promoting the scientific, 
national, and academic interests of both associations, there 
was a great deal of hard and useful work done by committees. 
Most important for the interest of "American history and of 
history in America" were the numerous and protracted ses­
sions of the committee of seven, appointed one year ago to 
cons.ider the requirements in history for entra,nce to college, 
and also the whole subject of history in secondary schools. 
After much preliminary discussion a specific report of progress 
was made to the association. The committee stated the results 
of an organized inquiry regarding the stat'?-s of history in 
representative schools in all parts of the country. It was 
agreed that tl.Je committee should continue in office and recom 
mend to a committee of the ~ational Educational Association 
the institution of a more exteuded historical course in high 
schools, so as to represent, so far as practica,ble, four great 
su~jects in the fo11owing order: (1) .Ancient history, (2) Euro­
pean , (3) English, (4) .American history with civil government. 
The committee reserved for future discussion and report the 
subject of J1istory in lower grades tlian the ltigh scltool, but 
agreed that it was desirable to teach, in elementary ways, the 
hh,tory ancl government of our own country, with some pre­
Jiminarr or collateral study of biography and European 
history. 
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.1\:fost interesting was the public discussion of the use of his­
torical sources in colleges ancl secondary schools. This was lecl 
by Professor Cheyney, of the University of Pennsylvania, 
Professor Hart, of Harvard, and Professor ·woodburn, of 
Indiana University. Profe;,sor Fliug, of the University of 
Nebraska, described the so-called" Nebraska method :, of using 
original sources (in English translation) for the study of clas­
sical history in secondary schools. This German meth«;1d has 
already been widely extended in America by the use of reprints 
or extracts from original historical materials. Wl.iile some 
doubts were expressed by Dr. A very as to the ,visdom aua 
practicability of ·this" source method" for young pupils, the 
general conviction appeared to be that it could often be hap­
pily combined with class lectures, good text-books, collateral 
reading, the study of special to1.)icS by reference both to stand­
ard literature and to original authorities. Professor Hart 
likened the occasional use of historical sources to the use of 
plants in the study of botany. Professor Cheyney said the 
source method vitalized history and converted a world of 
shadows into a world of realities. 

A valuable and highly suggestive paper on the_-., Teaching 
of History in the German Gymnasia," was read by Prof. Lucy 
M. Salmon, of Vassar College, who thus summarized her recent 
observations·: (1) The entire fielll of history is covered in three 
surveys (wider and more detailed as the course advances); (2) 
the work in history is correlated with every other subject in 
the curriculum, and in a ~ense becomes its unifying force; (3) 
am11Ie time is given to its co11sideratiou, and it receives the 
Rame serious treatment as do other subjects in the course; (4) 
the division of material and the method of treatment are based 
on the boy's psychological clevelopment; (5) the narrative 
method of instrnctiou gives the boy a vivid impressiou of the 
reality of history; (6) the course of history is complete iu 
itself aml at the same time· it forms an ideal preparation for 
university work; (7) every teacher of history is an absolute 
master of the subject taught. 

Keen interest was also awakened by a pubiic clisc:ussion of 
t.he opportunities for American students of history and eco­
nomics in Europe. The subject was introduced in an a<lmirahle 
paper by Professor Haskins, of tl1e University of Wisconsin, 
011 " Historical Studies at Paris." Prof. H. l\Iorse Stephens, of 
Corne11 University, followed with a l1igl1ly c11tertai11iug as well 
as instructfre talk 011 the "Opportunities fo1· the Stutly ol' 
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llistory aL Osforcl and Cambridge." The ad vautages of Oxford 
appeared to he clliefly in the historical associations of tlic 
place aud the library facilities of the lJodleiau. · Professor 
Stepheus said tile study of political economy occupied in his 
student days a very snbortliuate place in the History School 
at Oxford. English professors in their writings l1ave nobly 
represented economics, but English ;Students liave to work 
out their own knowledge of both historical antl political science, 
with the aid and suggestions of tutors. English facilities for 
historical study were further described by Dr . .Abbott, who 
recently took at Oxford the new "Research Degree." German 
opportunities for American students of liistory were discussed 
by other speakers. 

The impression was left by Professor Haskins tbnt the schools 
of Paris are again becoming the historical center of the world. 
In his inaugural address at a "\Vashington meeting of the Asso­
ciation some years ago, President C. K. Adams suggested the 
above noteworthy tendency of our time. American graduate 
students would do well to make the grand tour of English, 
German, Italian, and French universities after winning their 
Ph. D. in America, as dill Dr. Haskins, whose valuable article 
on "The Vatican Archives," first publish~d in the American 
Historical Review in October, 1896, and republished by the 
Catholic University Bulletin in April, 1897, was pronounced by 
Hofrath von Sickel, director of the Austrian Institute in Rome, 
the best paper ever written upon this subject. Such good work 
abroad can not be done prematurely by .American students. 

The most important business proceedings of tlie executive 
council of the Historical Association were: (1) the a.ppropria­
tion of $500 for the continuation of the efficient work of the 
Historical Manuscripts Commission, concerning the progress of 
which the chairman, Professor Jameson, reported at the clos­
ing session; (2) the appropriation of $1,000 towa~d the main­
tenauce of the American Historical Ueview during the year 
1898. .All members of the association are to receive free copies 
of tl.te first two numbers of tlie next volume, begi1111ing in 
October, 18!}8. A committee of three, consisting of Prof. G. B. 
Adams, the secretary, and tl.tc treasurer, was appointed to 
perfect this arrangement and to issue a circular letter of expla­
nation to members. 

A plan proposed by Professor Salmon1 of Vassar College, for 
Af1iliatecl Jlistorical Societies was enco11raged and referred to 
tl.1e Secretary and Miss Salmon. This 11lan comprises the fol-
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lowing important features: ( 1) Any local historical society ruay 
be affiliated ·with the American Historical .Association by rnte 
of the executive cotmcil of tl..te national organization aud on 
payment of the ordinary membershlp or life wembersliip fee, 
as in the case of any public library or other corporation; (::!) it 
shali be the duty of such affiliated societies to deposit each 
year with the secretary of the American Historical Association 
a complete list of the names and addresses of its mew-hen;; 
(3) the American Historical Association sl..iall send to-sucl..t affil­
iated society the programmes of its meetings and such other 
circulars of inquiry or of information as may be deemetl expe­
dient; (4) the association shall publish in its annual repo1·t a 
list of such affiliated societies, together with the leadiug officers. 
This plan will probably lead to the Federal development of tlte 
American Historical Association, which is already a national 
society, chartered by Congress and reporting to it annually 
through the secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, who is 
now a life member. 

The only changes in the list o! association officers was the 
addition of two members to the executive council: (1) Chief 
Justice Melville W. Fuller, already a Regent of the Smithso­
nian Institution and a member of the association; (2) l'rof . .A. 
B. Hart, of Harvard University. Dr. James Schouler retires 
from the presidency iuto the executive council for life: Prof. 
George P. Fisher, of Yale University, was elected presideut of 
the association; Dr. Jas. F. Rhodes, first vice-presideut; aml 
Edward Eggleston, seco:q.d vice0president. Prof. G. B. Aila.ms 
and Dr. E. M. Gallaudet will retire from the council at the eml 
of the current year. 

The treasurer reported a gratifying increase of assets iu 18!17, 
namely, $2,145.50, and total assets amounting to $10,8,};"i.4:t 
The present membership now numbers about 1,000 members1 

including oYer 100 life members. During the past year the 
list of members bas bee1i largely increasml tllrougll the ener­
getic cooperation of the Hon. Peter White, of .l\iarquette, 
Micl1. Among other distiuguished new members are Presi­
dent McKinley, and ex-.President Cleveland, who signed the 
charter of the association January 4, 1880, just nine years ago. 

The proceedings of the thirteenth annual meeting may be 
characterized in general as exhibiting an eminently practical 
instead of a merely antiquarian and.academic cllaracter. There 
was a good list of scholarly 11c111ers, but most of them were read 
hy title only. All will probably be printed with Dr. Schoulcr's 
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inaugural addresR on "Constitutional Amendment and a Ne' . .' 
Federal Convention." There is .no space in this connection to 
digest the whole programme. The main features of it were 
practical discussions like those already mentioned. There were 
two joint sessions with the American Economic Association. 
One, at Adelbert UoUege, was chiefly devoted to the Relation 
of the Teaching of Economic History to the Teaching of Polit­
ical Economy. 

Highly practic-al, also, was the closing session of the His­
torical Association; devoted chiefly to a discussion of the 
"Functions of Local Historical Societies." By a singular fit­
ness this subject was discussed in the audience room of the 
·western Reserve Historical Society, which, although local in 
name, is national in spirit, and with true generosity allowed 
the American Historical Association, which has, indeed, a name 
in the land, but no local habitation, the very first occupancy of 
a beautiful new hall, combining at once a library, amusemn, and 
a place for assemblies. Professor Wright, of Oberlin College, 
welcomed the guestsof the Western Reserve Historical Society, 
and outlined its growth and present character. Mr. Reuben 
G. Thwaites, of l\fadison, described the origin of the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, which is a State-aided iiistitntion and is 
cloi ng most efficient public work. Professor Jameson, of Brown 
Univer~ty, spoke of the ''Functions of State and Local His­
torical Societies with Respect to Research and Publication.'' 
H11 made an earnest plea for a larger and more national spirit 
in local work. 

The committee on time and place for the next annual meet­
ing reported in favor of New Haven, and recommended Decem­
ber27- 29, 1898. A committee wasappointell to prepare the, next 
programme: Prof. E.G. Bourne, of Yale, chairman (brother of 
Prof. H. E. Bourne, the efficient chairman of the Cleveland 
programme committee), with Professor Hart, of Harvard; Pro­
fessor Judson, of Chicago; Professor Turner,of the University 
of Wisconsin; and H. B. Adams, of Baltimorl•. 

Prof. G. B. Adams, of Yale University, was appointed a 
committee by the exerntive council to inquire into the feasibil­
ity of instituting at the New Haven meeting a section devoted 
to Historical Ju~isprudence, or Legal History, upon the model 
of tl•e Church History section, which this year met under 
the auspices of the American Historical Association. The 
Political Science Association was, by general consent, dis­
banded at Oleveland. 
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Peace and harmony now reign throughout the .American 
Historical A ssoc\aliion. .All recognize the wisdom of meeting 
.in the West as well as in the East, with perhaps a, triennial 
round-up iu Washington, whe1·e the association has its legal 
seat and principal office, in connection with the Smithsonian 
Im,titution. 

 




