FLORIDA

CERTIFICATION

The state of Florida issues two main types of teaching certificates. The professional
certificate is the standard or highest certificate. It is valid for five years and may be
renewed. If individuals do not qualify for the professional certificate but meet cri-
teria to demonstrate subject content mastery, they can qualify for a temporary cer-
tificate. Temporary certificates are nonrenewable and are valid for three years.
Florida does not issue emergency certificates.

Elementary Certification

Certification for elementary education requires one of the following options:

% bachelor’s degree or higher with an undergraduate or graduate major in
elementary education including teaching reading at the elementary or pri-
mary level; or

% bachelor’s degree or higher with 24 semester hours in elementary educa-
tion including multiple qualifications in elementary methods and subjects.
Specifically 3 hours in methods and materials for teaching reading and 21
hours elementary education are required. A portion (unspecified) must
include credit in social studies for the elementary school, which may
include introductory geography and conservation.

The above requirements are for academic class certification for grades 1-6.
Certification for grades K-6 requires 30 hours of elementary education, but the
specifications for content and methods for teaching social studies do not change.

Middle-Level Certification
Certification at the middle school level enables teachers to teach social science in
grades 5-9. Requirements include

% bachelor’s or higher degree with an undergraduate or graduate major in
social science, middle grades social science, or middle grades social studies;
or
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% bachelor’s degree or higher with 18 semester hours in social science or
social studies to include the areas specified below:

1. Six hours in U.S. history;

2. credit in Western civilization; or European, Asian, African, Latin
American, or Middle Eastern history;

3. credit in economics;
4. credit in U.S. government; and
5. credit in geography.
Secondary Certification
As of July 1, 2003, Florida will certify teachers in social science (grades 6-12).

Separate certification in the individual social studies disciplines will no longer
exist. Requirements for certification in the field of social science include

% bachelor’s or higher degree with a major in social science, social studies,
history, political science, geography, sociology, economics, or psychology;
or

% bachelor’s degree or higher with 30 semester hours in social science or
social studies in the areas specified below:

1. Six hours in U.S. history;

. courses in Western civilization or European history;

. courses in Asian, African, Latin American, or Middle Eastern history;
. courses in economics;

. courses in U.S. federal government;
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. courses in geography; and
7. courses in either psychology or sociology.
Passing the subject certification test is required to achieve full certification.

STANDARDS

Standards for Teachers

Florida has designated Educator Accomplished Practices for its teachers. The
state has identified 12 essential practices of teaching. Accomplished Practice Eight
addresses knowledge of subject matter. No specific content standards for teachers
related to social studies or history have been located.

Standards for Students

Florida’s 1996 Sunshine State Standards were written in seven subject areas. Each
area is divided into four grade clusters (pre-K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12). The stan-
dards address both content and performance. In language arts, mathematics, sci-
ence, and social studies, the Sunshine State Standards also include grade level
expectations. These grade level expectations are not intended to take place of a
school’s curriculum guide. Instead, they are to serve as the basis for curriculum
development at the local level. The grade-level expectations provide examples of
what students should “know” and “understand” at each of the benchmarks
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under the standards at the appropriate grade level. The following are Sunshine
State Standards for social studies.

% Time, Continuity, and Change [history]
% People, Places, and Environments [geography]
% Government and the Citizen [civics and government]
< Economics
In history, the standards include the following.

% Standard 1: The student understands historical chronology and the his-
torical perspective.

% Standard 2: The student understands the world from its beginnings to the
time of the Renaissance.

«» Standard 3: The student understands Western and Eastern civilization
since the Renaissance.

% Standard 4: The student understands U.S. history to 1880.

% Standard 5: The student understands U.S. history from 1880 to the pres-
ent day.

% Standard 6: The student understands the history of Florida and its people
(not included in pre-K-2 cluster or the 9-12 cluster).

HIGH ScHOOL GRADUATION/EXIT EXAM
Florida students are required to pass 24 credits in order to receive a high school
diploma. Of these 24 credits, three must include

% American history—1 credit;

% world history—1 credit (this course shall include a comparative study of
the history, doctrines, and objectives of all major political systems);

% economics—Y credit; and

% American government—2 credit.
Exit Exam

Since 1994, Florida students have been required to pass the HSCT (High School
Competency Test) in order to graduate from high school. This exam tests students
in communications and mathematics. Beginning with the class of 2003, students
are required to pass the FCAT (Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test). See
below for a description of the FCAT.

ASSESSMENT

The FCAT assesses student achievement in the Sunshine State Standards in
Reading, Writing, and Mathematics. Portions of the FCAT are norm-referenced as
well. All students take FCAT assessments. No assessments are required in social
studies or history.

45



46




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


