ARIZONA

CERTIFICATION

The Certification Unit of the Arizona Department of Education oversees the
issuance of teaching certificates in the state. At both the elementary and second-
ary levels provisional and standard certificates are issued. Alternative certificates
are not currently being issued in Arizona.

Elementary Certification

Provisional Elementary Certificates are valid for two years and are not renewable,
but they may be extended. In order to obtain a Provisional Elementary Certificate
in Arizona applicants must have

% a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution;

% a valid Class 1 or Class 2 Fingerprint Clearance Card issued by the
Arizona Department of Public Safety;

% a passing score on the professional knowledge portion of the Arizona
Educator Proficiency Assessment;

% a passing score on the elementary education subject knowledge portion
of the Arizona Educator Proficiency Assessment;

% one of the following requirements:

1. 45 hours of education courses, at least eight semester hours of which
are practicum hours in grades K-8; two years of verified teaching
experience in grades K-8 can substitute for the eight semester hours
of practicum;

2. valid elementary certificate from another state; and

3. completion of a teacher preparation program in elementary educa-

tion from an accredited institution or from a board-approved teacher
preparation program;



% Arizona Constitution (college course or appropriate examination); and

% U.S. Constitution (college course or appropriate examination)—if appli-
cant is deficient in only these requirements (Arizona and U.S.
Constitution) then he/she can be granted a Provisional Certificate and
he/she will have one year to fulfill the requirements.

Standard Elementary Certificates are valid for six years and are renewable. In
order to obtain a Standard Elementary Certificate, applicants must have

% qualified for the Provisional Elementary Certificate;

% a valid Class 1 or Class 2 Fingerprint Clearance Card issued by the
Arizona Department of Public Safety;

% 45 clock hours or 3 semester hours of instruction in research-based sys-
tematic phonics, provided by an accredited institution or other approved
provider; and

% a passing score on the performance portion of the Arizona Educator
Proficiency Assessment. Two years of verified teaching experience during
the valid period of the Provisional Certificate may be used to convert the
Provisional Certificate to a Standard Certificate.

Secondary Certification

Provisional Secondary Certificates are valid for two years and are not renewable,
but they may be extended. In order to obtain a Provisional Secondary Certificate,
applicants must have

% a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution;

% a valid Class 1 or Class 2 Fingerprint Clearance Card issued by the
Arizona Department of Public Safety;

% a passing score on the professional knowledge portion of the Arizona
Educator Proficiency Assessment;

“ a passing score on one or more subject knowledge portions of the Arizona
Educator Proficiency Assessment. If a proficiency assessment is not
offered in a subject area, an approved area shall consist of a minimum of
24 semester hours of subject-related courses from an accredited institu-
tion. Subject knowledge tests are required in both social studies and in
history;

% one of the following requirements:

1. 30 semester hours of education courses including at least 8 semes-
ter hours of practicum in grades 7-12. Two years of verified teaching
experience in grades 7-postsecondary may substitute for the 8 semes-
ter hours of practicum;

2. a valid secondary certificate from another state; and

3. completion of a teacher preparation program in secondary educa-
tion from an accredited institution or from a board-approved teacher
preparation program;
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% Arizona Constitution (college course or the appropriate examination);
and

% U.S. Constitution (college course or the appropriate examination)—if
applicant is deficient in only these requirements (Arizona and U.S.
Constitution) then he/she can be granted a Provisional Certificate and
he/she will have one year to fulfill the requirements.

Standard Secondary Certificates are valid for six years and are renewable. In
order to qualify for a Standard Secondary Certificates, applicants must

% qualify for the Provisional Secondary Certificate;

% have a valid Class 1 or Class 2 Fingerprint Clearance Card issued by the
Arizona Department of Public Safety; and

% have a passing score on the performance portion of the Arizona Educator
Proficiency Assessment. If the applicant has two years of verified teach-
ing experience during the valid period of the Provisional Certificate those
years may be used to convert the Provisional Certificate to a Standard
Certificate.

STANDARDS

Standards for Teachers

Arizona has developed nine Professional Teacher Standards. The seventh stan-
dard addresses the level of content knowledge expected of new teachers. No spe-
cific social studies content standards have yet been located for teachers.

Standards for Students

Standards in Arizona exist at five levels: readiness (kindergarten), foundations
(grades 1-3), essentials (grades 4-8, sometimes broken out as grades 4-5 and 6-8),
proficiency (grades 9-12), and distinction (honors/AP). Content standards in
social studies were approved for Arizona students in March 2000. Arizona’s
Social Studies Standards Rationale explains that the “study of history is essential
in developing citizens who understand contemporary issues with a depth and
wisdom drawn from the experience of the past.” The rationale calls for the inte-
gration of the humanities and social sciences through the study of history.
Western civilization is featured prominently in the standards, but students are
also expected to learn about non-Western civilizations. The Arizona standards
recognize the diverse background of many people who have contributed to
American life while emphasizing our shared heritage as citizens of the United
States. Specific mention is made of the importance of studying the documents of
the Founding Period in United States history. The Social Studies Standards
Rationale emphasizes the importance of students acquiring core knowledge,
practicing reasoning skills, and engaging in inquiry and research.

Arizona’s Social Studies Standards include history, civics/government, geog-
raphy, and economics. Standard 1, the history standard, requires that

% students analyze the human experience through time, recognize the rela-
tionships of events and people, and interpret significant patterns, themes,
ideas, beliefs, and turning points in Arizona, American, and world history.
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Specific standards are then organized at each of the five levels, and perform-
ance objectives are identified. Standards at the readiness and foundations levels
require students to describe history as the story of events, people, and places of
the past, engage in chronological sequencing, recognize change over time, and
describe stories of American heroes. By the time students reach the essentials
level, they are expected to use historical research skills and analytical skills and to
apply them to the content standards. From the essentials level on, specific histor-
ical research skills and analytical skills are identified and related to the content
standards. The standards become more content specific beginning with the fourth
grade. Areas of focus begin to be identified (for example, American history from
discovery through the U.S. Constitution and Arizona). At the essentials level,
world history (specifically ancient civilizations through the age of exploration)
also receives a point of focus, and later U.S. and Arizona history (through
Reconstruction) are emphasized. The proficient level requires students to exam-
ine world history from the Enlightenment to the modern age. The focus for U.S.
and Arizona history is the industrial revolution to “current issues.” The distinc-
tion level does not add any additional content. The focus is instead on the use of
historical knowledge and the processes incorporated by historians.

HicH ScHooL GRADUATION/ExiT Exam

The Arizona State Board of Education established 20 credits as the minimum
required for high school graduation. The board stipulates that one and one-half
credits must be earned in instruction in the essentials, sources, and history of the
constitutions of the United States and Arizona, and one credit must be earned in
world history/geography.

Exit Exam
No high school exit exam requirements have been identified.
ASSESSMENT

Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) is a program that provides
for the collection and reporting of achievement data. In Arizona students take the
Stanford 9 nationally norm-referenced test, and they take the AIMS test at grades
3,5, 8, and at the high school level. AIMS high school tests measure achievement
in writing, mathematics, and reading. No evidence of assessment in history or
social studies has been found.

12




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


